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Malayalam may boast of its Marxist critics; but so far we

have not had any criticiam whichk in its real sense may be called Marxist.

Marxist Criticism 13 Sozinlogicnl criticism,.gnd its basgis
is the Scientific Sociolcgy of Marx and his disciples. "Marxism looks
upon social life as an organic vhole in which the separate parts depend
one upon the other and here the decizive role is played by the most
natural and material economic relationships, above all the forms of
labour. In a general analysis of an epoch the Marxist critic must strive
to give a complete picture of the entire social development of that
epoch....Artistic works depend upon the forms of preoduction in a given
—— ——_ Poclety only to 2n-extremely insignificant extent., They depend on them
' only through such intermediate links as the oclass structure of society
and the claes peycholory which w=e formed as a ~vsuit of class irterests.
A work of literature will always reflect, consoiously or unconscilously,
the paychology of the class which the writer represents. Often it re-
flects & mixture of elements in which the influence of various classes on
the writer is revealed, and this must be subjected to a close analysis."
(Lunacharsky, On literature and Art, pp.13 f.)

Th2 most eminent of our literary critics are Marxists by
oconviction. Ae exanples one may cite Prof.Mundassery and Prof.Kuttipuzha
Kriehna Pillai. But in their works of criticism they are rcvealed as un-
compronising clapsicists. In none of their critical writings do we find an
anzlysis of the sccial and economic foreces, which from behind impelled
the author to write a part#cular pieze. In his best works Prof.Mundassery
is revealed as an exponent of the concept of Auciya which is clasgsical
concept elaborated into a complete ideology by the later writers on
poetics in Sanskrit literature. Prof,Kuttipuzha, on the other hand has
been a veotary Pre-Marxisn rationalism, His ultimate ideal is the poetr&
of Vallathol. ’
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trails in our litur.ture and contributed substantially towards the
enrichment of our cultural life. I mean simply that Marxian criticism has

yet to take shape In Malayzl~m,

We are Lpt bu coniv.t “he moveront of Progrostive literature
with Marxian criticiem, which it is not. The movement of Progreseive
Literature which was brought to Kerala in the late thirties was an in-
tengely nationalistic movement in origin and was deeply dyed in Gandhian
ideals. This movement gave a great impetus to our literature whiech
was completely tranaformed in a surprisingly short time, The Pseudo-~
mysticism which eame in the wake of the popularity of Tagore's poetry
and the meledramatic lyriecism of the depression years were swept away.
The contribution of this movement, thus, was very substantial.

The movement had a ship-wreck in the late forties when the
Communist intellectuals tried to dominate it. They saw the world di-
yided into two water-dight compartments, “the Communist and the non-
Copmunists and demanded that every writer should declare in which kimyx
oamp thgy were. The intermec’ate link between a work of art on the -
one side and tke sccietv »r the other wms logt sight of._ Thig nece-~
anarilf, ms an un-Marxian wpproach, which was acceptable only to
party haoks. The split of the writers of Malayalam which followed has
not yet heen fully healed.

"Marxist oriticfsm also is, to a significaht degree, a
teacher. It is pointless to criticise, unless the criticism results in
gome kin® of progress. The Maryiast critic must point cut to young
writers the faults in thelr work s must ta 2 teacher to the writer in
the social sense.....lt i3 precisely s28 a resuli of the co-operation
between the important writerg and the most glfted literary critics
that truly great literature bas always arisen.” (ibid.. pn.23f.) The
idea was put to practice, even though to a very limited extent, only in
the sixties through the writers' camp organiged by the Sahitya Samithi.

Mardem as a political ideology has been brought to our
masges by the Cormmunist Party. We m2y also say that to a limited extent
our people understnnd the theorles of clzes war, surplug value, etc. But
Mnrxism as a philosophy, as a complete vision of social life, has not yet
been brought to our intelligemtsiz, Our Universitics and institutes of
higher studies ought to have done this. But it is extremely unlikely that
in the present context they may come forward to do this. The political
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partises of India which profess Communism have mostly been anti-intellectuzl,
If they shed thils attitude, they may do semething in training Marxian
sociologists, some of whom may take to criticism and bring a new di-
mension to it. The hest thing, hawever, wonld be feor the Indizn School
of Socizl Sciences or some such groups to take up this work. Only
after we arc 2ble to produce some trained Marxian Sociologists will we

have our Marxian critics. Learning should be the first step to teaching.



	he29B_Page_101.png
	he29B_Page_202.png
	he29B_Page_303.png

