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Thie is the first part of a remarksble two-volume blography
of the Father of the Nation to be pudlished in the Gandhi Centenary
Year. The author Shri Kesava Menon, who is in his 84th year, was one
of the early non-co-operators am thus had ample opportunity to know
Mehatma Gandhi rather intimately and to participate sotively in many of
the historic events which moulded the personality of the Mahatme and in
turn refleoted it. Shri Kesave Menon had also had enough occasions in
his chequsred and always aotive carser $5 form lastiog relutionships with
the main astors of the drama of the fight for Indian Indeocendance and
the consequent oonsolidation of the hard-won freedom. With the detachment
of & true journalist, Shri Menon surveys the growth of the Natioml Move-
nent in India and the direction given 4o it by the recmarkable Mahatma)
with his deep insight into human nature, the author disentangles the in-
numerabl @ strands ocomposing the highly ocomplex personality of his heroj
in oconsiderable detail he describes the background of the major events
in the life of €andhiji as well as in the histoxy o the Wation, which we
see in thesc pagna smwerging from the 4lm quietuda of the ninteenth een-
tury into the tumltuous glare of the middle of the twsntieth century.
Thus, RASETRAPITHAVU {c at the same time the story of the evolution of
the Mahatma and the nmation ho moulded; 1t is a blography of Gandhiji
a3 well a3 the political-social-culfural history of India during the last
half-century. The nocattered pen-niotures of the dramatis personas, about
most of whom the author has zome revealing personal awesede anocdote to
relate, enlivern the lucid and masterly nerrative, The first part tekes
the story to the year 1925, the watershed in Indian history, which, with
the organised boycott of the Bimon Commission formed in 1926, took a de-
finite turn away from Britieh comnection. A%t the end of this volume we
find the personality of the Saint-politloian fuily formed and the roused
Nation fully propared to follow where he led, regardless of consequences.
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84 years young, Shri Kesava Menon is an astonishing phenomenon
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in the ocultural life of Kerala. Almost, if not totally, blind, he con-
tinues as the Chief Editor of the "Wathrubhoomi®™, one of tba largest
oiroulated dailies in the country, in whioch every week he contributes

s remarkable ocolumn. The tlography of Jawaharlal Nehru whioh Shri Menon
wrote reoently is perkaps the most comprehonsive and pemetrating study
of Nehru to be written in any Indian language. After completing the
two-volume blography of Mahatma Geandhi, Bhri Menon has taken up the work
of writing a blography of Jesus Christ. With all tais, he finde time

to continue the short biographicnl esnays in the series "Architecte of
Modern India®,

RASHTRAPITHAVU is ocertainly a signifiocant addition to the aver-
inoreasing volume of Ga:d hian literature. This penetrating study de-
serves to be tranalated into all the major languages &f India.
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