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‘be ulgut ie¢ ol and the air is suitry. ot & leaf iremnbles in the
garden suriounding the liomestead. The spreading maugo tree is a huddled
wass of darkness. The plantaing are asleep in the pale woonlight, and
the fronds o¢f tall aud slender erecs palms forming the cwkyline in the
lower end of the garden are glistening like steel. The stilluesc 1s
opyressive arnd disconeerting. The wind is laguldly awaze of . vague
Jearning for somelhing indefinable. The sllence 1s suflocating.

a miracle hapoens, .11 on a sudden the silence is shattered by
the uuglie strains of monotonous chant, An uniralned rustic sale volce
is pouring out in slow, uniform wmeusure. Thé sultry air asd tine pale
goonlight vivrute in response to the gentle cudeuce. The sole is followed
by tbe cnorus, The solc wvhich leuds 1= a deep male veice, very
masculice and very distinet. The chorus waich follews is @ voufused
nedley of male and female voices, come soft, scwe surlll, =il inulstimet,

ine occussion for this festiwal of wusic is unaistekallie. in the
low-lying witerleogzed paddy flelds the agricullural operaticuns have
Just sturted., The rain water celliectied through Lue wouscou wouths in {
the Puncha fielde has to be emptied so that the s .routlng paddy seecds
may eubedd themselves in the cozing colt mud. The wuler, huwever, has
to be preserved for irriz:ting the padiy plantse in the hot and 1ain-less
months to come, This 1= mode Hescible bty pushing the wuter up luto
cunale criscrossing the entire field, with tae aid of glaat weter-wheels.
These wheels are kept in motion by sturdy youang men and woaen,who,
half banging ou 1 seaffold made of bamboo peles on ome side of the
whneebs, kick thelr kzrxex Dbroad spokes rhythuicaliy wilh there feet.
1t 2, ears ne thovgh they are aecending an escalator waicu ie woving
down. .nd the amusic is helpful in keeping the unifora rhytia of their -
powerful kicks. 1t alsc trnsforms the tedium of thelr msanual labour
into the eestacy of a delzhtful dance.

Now Listen to the leading sclo male voice. ack Liue of the song,

as it 1z spelled out distinely, is aivided iuto thres feet, the first |
twe conposed of three measurez or mathrae and the Luird fool coaposed
of four measures, Tt ie musie; it is also literature, The asuslic is
monotonous, but the literature ie many-gplemdoured, ce attenlive, and
you can follow the well-rnovn smxikiwseritsdrdgntiny: afxsresal Jnakaxar,
tnaxxxkizat prizesfightexx cioreer of Aromal Chekav.r, the vailaut
orise-{ighter, hls affalr with the beutiful walden lhumpel.rcha, uls
resouuding victory over the veteran Arlngodar in a celabraisd dusl ~ad

his tr.zlc death by the nend of nhis own trusted stitmmidamt Uut trcachercus:
attendent Chanthu in hlie twentysecond ye .r. ilere is trugedy ia all its
el .ssical gr .ondeur. sud ¢ syou listen, the slow moncvlonouve cadlexnce
and the regular rhythe of the wsuslie form a perfect harsony with the
slow Lut sure grinding of the relentles= gods' m1ll. JU grinds finer
and finer, and the voice of the soloist bLecewes surchairged with trmulous
grief. The grief which has no remedy. The grief whick nes to be borne
in silence and submiseion. The grief wailch is ldentical with the
grief of &hx generations ef opyressed and leong-suffering peasantry.
The grief which ferms the stuff of great .Literature,
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The hours lengthen, the night zlides and the shadows creep. The shift
changes at the waterwheel, The tired feot and tie tired volices are
repalced. A fresh batch takes the place of the old. nd the music alse
changes, The calences are the same, The monotony siill persists. But the
thewe has changed and there is a matching change in the 1ilt of the
melody. The theame 1s the strange love of Komappan, the tenth son of
Yappulll ralat ¥onkl amma, whose nlne elder sons were mercilessly
murdersd the urups of the liouse of ihe ANinety. Young ‘omap an, just
ewerging from his hiding, hap.eans to see the charining yauxerisiszax
Unniyjamua, the youngsr sister of hir blocdthirsty enemies. .nd seeing
in thie case sas falling in love head over heels. (e follows hér inte
the bathing tank, Heeognising hlm Unnlyamma's elder sister Unichiruta
hurries home to bring her brothers te hunt the defenceless youngster down

eneing the danger Unniyamas stripes hercelf half naked, gets into the
atler upto her neck, and spreading uer profusehair hides the young wan
under ite "he assascine search the wihole of the tank, but do uot suspect
their innccent-looking sicter of having given shelter, clLose Lo ner

bare body nd under her spreading wavy hair, to their inveterate enemy.
low they decide that their quarry has given them the slip and hurry from
there, liow the maliden climbs out of the wuter, Tollowed by her adauirer
and tbe delighiful act of courting goes on the typical rustic way.

ith tue least trace of inhibition the charuing zade luvites ner wvaliant
but inexperinced young man to ker nome ad through verious adventures
their leve 1s fulfilled. Feud, Jealousy,manly courage and womanly

gulle, all have their full play. «nd the song flows rhythmicalily, till
_the night turns into dawn,
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’he Horthern sallads, as we call then, zre long narratives in
the sase netre. They are without say discernibple ladiszcution of personal |
sutaorenip. They are strong, bare, objective and free from any kind of
morallsing or philesophicil refiectlon. The 1life depicted in thew 1is
singularly a-soral, They sing of blicd love and furlous hates Deception
is applauded and death is the consumszation to be wished for. having
been subwitted for long to a process of oral transsidsion anong unsophi-
sticuted peoule fairly homogeneous in 1ife, habit snd ocutlook, they
have «l1l scquired a =et patteru of thought end expression, which is
belaw the level of conscious literary art. rerey w¢c L ueen, n former
collector of 'alabar, Al sald Lo Lave collected abeul 400 of such eongs.
Out of thie collection 52 songe have Leex publiched frow the University
of liadris. Fecently two wore colieotions have up eared thanks teo the
elfforts of certain researcuers, |

'ith theee words of iutroduction let ue take you to csome selee
pieces from these ballads., The [irst piece ls frow the ong Uf Koman.
Konan, the tenth son of Kappulll iaiatl Konkl Asmms, chanced to see twe
saldene golng to bathe in the villuge tank, fuowing that Ltey are the
slsters of his ianveterate ensuwles, ne Teliows thes to the tauk. nis
wother warns hiz of the dangers that lie zhead of him, but blinded by
the pascica welling up i1a his youthful neart, he goes toc ihe tank
without arms, where the seven Xurup brothers with tholr witendants
come¢ Lo murder him in cold blood, The younger waiden, Unuljansa, gives
bia tismporary shelter under water, close to her bare body., ,fler a fut
search the brothers go iway. low the young lovers emerge from water,
and Komandeclares his love for her and ¥kich is proum,tly reciprocated.
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The next selection is from the Juel of Aromal, The young prize-fighter
has vanquiehed his veteran rival, but his own trusted mmwpxmimm but
trecherous companion has stabbed in his wound with a burning iron rod while
he was resting after the duel. The would has now become fatal and the
prize~fighter haes to be transported some in a palangin. it home he mects
his father, mother, bLrother, wife and child. Entrusting his »anxy iafant
son to the care of his younger brother, Aromal loosens the ¥acha or the
long plece of cloth tied around hie¢ waste and breaths his last.

.The third piece ig from the song of Unniyarohba. This valiant damsel
wants to go to the festival at the Allimalarkkavu temple, but her husvand
kunjiraman is afrald of the ‘loplas on the way and dissuades ner, sSut
Unniyarcha is determined to go by nerself, che goes to the tank and bathes
elaborately., Having said Ler prayers, the comes home and drpes lerself
in silk. Decking herself with all her resplendent jewellery che tles her
Urumni or belt-llke sword aroud her walst. The paronts of her husband are
unable to restrain her, but ner cowardly hurband threntens to beat her if
she left home., Jhe disregards this threat, and starts alone, vn the road a
fight the Hoplags developes in vhich sine proves her mettle.
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