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THE IMPACT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ON IMAGINATIVE LITERATUKN
IN MALAYALAM.,

(N.V.Erishna Warrior)

The impact of science and technolegy on imaginative literature in
any Indlan language is indeed slight. This is especially true as
far as the imaginative literature in Malayalam is cencerned.

The reasons fe_r this are net far te seek. The impact of science
and technolegy on eur lives is still enly peripheral. After twenty
Years of natienal independence and planned efforts for develepment
ami medernisatien, we are still a traditieml seciety.

Net that we are net taught elements ef medern science in our scheols,
colleges and Universities. Our educational apparatus is becoming more
and mere sclence-censcious. Yet the content ef education has no
organic relatien with our actual living conditiems. The aim of the
teaching ef science in eur scheols and colleges is not the cultiwvation
of an attitude in the minds of the students, but filling their
memories with all kinds of disjointed faots, which they learn by rot,
ana regurgitite during the terminal examinatiens. Our science-teaching
has so far eminently succeeded in extinguishing the feeble sparks

of enquiry in the hearts of the younger generation.

It is the deadweod, and not the growing edges, ef sciemce that
usually find a place im our school and cellege curricula. ¥oreover,
the language threugh which the students have te mug up the stale
stuff 1is English, an alien and difficult tongue. No wender this
teaching leaves them celd, and that science lms failed te produce

any perceptible impact en the thinking mechanism of the literate

20 er 30 per cent of our countrymen. The illiterzte masses cemprising
the 70 er 80 per cent ef our pepulation are yet te emerge frea
moediaevalisa ef the intelliect.

That much for science; now wmt about techmnolegy? Technology we got
as import or foreigm aid., It is still largely the preserve ef foreign
experts and their local associates who by training and eutleek are
more foreign than the foreign experts themselves. We have of ceurse
big steel complexes and o0il refineries; we lmve even our atomie
reactors. But the faot remains that medern imdustrial technolegy

has miserably failed to make any serious impact en the way our

people at large think and feel and live.

This is particularly true in the State of Kerala where we deo net
have big cities or giant industrial complexes. In Trivandrum, the
capitzl of Kerala, we de not wake up hearing the sirens of facteries.
Our dawns are ushered in by the melodious VENKATESASUPRABHATAM
breadecast over a loudspeaker netwoerk frem a nearby teample. In the
surroundiing rural areas the ceck's shrill clariem still ocalls the
sleepy folk to their weswy daily chores. Life has by no means become
mechanical. Time still hangs heavily en idle hands. There is no
sense of urgency; ne fesling ef alienmation; ne cempulsive awareness
of the absurdity ef it all. The men and women are net werld-weary;
they are net searching fer the hidden meaning ef 1life or-%hoﬂyp&xmhaqy
e intricacies ef human destiny. What they are after 1& the few lucrative
jobs fer which Zhsxaxzxm 80 many are cempeting, and the extra-ratiom
of half a kile of suger, which may get exhausted unlees they queue up
quickly! The problem of the pecple is net technelegy, but the
absence of it. Mest homes in Kerala are already electrified, but
technelogy has bardly eressed their thregsholdas. Far less has it
cressed the thredshelds ef people's awareness.
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Still it msay mot be the whole truth if I sailthlt science ana
technology bave left our writers cempletely cold. In faet I canm
quote any number ef lines from contemperary fpoets te shew that they
have had ample recourse te scientific imagery and scientific themes.
I can keep them company while they explere the expandimg Universe or
extel brave tunnel-drillers and undaunted dam-builders. Very
successful plays have been written and preduced arouna specifie
prejects. Malayalam fictiem eof teday is justly fameus fer the celd
psycho-analytical dissectien ef characterq and ebjective socielegical
ewaluatien of situatiens. This, however, only shews that the westerm
literature which has undergene a major revolutien as a result of the
powerful impact of science and technology has had censiderable
influence on the more perceptive ef eur writers. In sum, it is net
science ana teehnolegy, but the inverted refleetien of science and
technolegy in the western literature, that bas been colouring and
shaping our imagimative literature of thec last twe aecaadeste a
considerable extent. By and large, eur scientism and technolegism
ig7da mere posture!



