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DURGA WORSHIP IN KERALA, ok

(NeV.Krishna Warrior)

ivery evening, as part of her daily prayers, ay notnh; recites

& wetrical composition éontaining the names of 108 plnoii, Soth S
obscure andfzziz:knoun, but equally hallowed by the grQEungo of
teaples of Goddess Durga. dostly on the western la.-b01rd,\£heto

- temples are distributed Letween Kanyakumsri in the south and Kol.ur
in south vanara in the north. At the time when this poes wnu‘conposed
Kerala was divided into several political eantities, but §hc cultural
boundaries of Kerala whatsup_ osed to have been Jokarna in the north
and Kanyakumari in the south. This devotionsl poem was my first
lesson in regional Yeography and at school we used to&tgit:: these
106 plncel/::p: of the then “adras presidency, 'h}ch lll;\ﬂtpiutod
the native States of Cochin and Travancore. Even now I'oxﬁég;enco.
a rare thrill, when chancing to pass & dilapidated village teuble
I lt;p to enquire the namse of the place and diacq;;r that here in
front of me is one holy seat of Durga mentioned by .ihe aucieat

hymnist in the list of 108 Durga temples of Kerala.

Top. ing the list is Valayalaya, now known as EHAKAH, a place
about ¢ miles to the south of Trichur on the Trichur-Cranganore
route. The Goddess of thes temple has been referred to Ryxyasis
RetexinxPanskritxandxiakayaknax iun a number of Literary works both

N
in Sanskrit ana dalaysalam, and folk-lore credits her to Lave been
the most beautiful of all the 108 Durgas inhabi€ting Kerala, It is’
a fact that the image of the Goddess here, either in the original
black 5 :
/stone or in % burnished gold sheath has a ravishing sweetness of
meéﬂw*
its owmn.A vast area surrounding the teample was supposed to e the
SANKETA of the Goddess into which the rough rulers of old did not
weafLond .
dare to carry their gusrreds. Even paupers could not be arrested

once they entered this msem, Aecud jratmed .
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This :t:i:::gt'durga is conceived as SilVIDYA whose body 1s composed
of the 51 syllables of the alphabet and who herself is"the honey dripping
from the innumerable flowers blossoming on the tree of the Vedas.® Heing
the beloved sisier of Vishnu, she is fond of only SATJIKAEEE;;%EP, consi-
sting of offerings off?fg;or-, sweet NAIVEDYA like wmilk pudding and hyans .
like SRISUKTA, liobody has dared to think of offering aniuwal sacrifice
within her SANKETA, During the NAVARATHI festival she is especially
worshipped as the Goddess of knowledge, even though a collection of
palm leaf manuscripts is also worshipped separaiely as Goddess Saraswati
in the same lemple., And artists frouw far and wide come to this temple
to offer SiVA or free exhivition of their artistic talents as a wmode of

worshlipy to the Goddess Jurga.

About 15 miles to the south of VALAYALAYA is the famous abode of
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sHIKUhUHBi, the Ki;i of Kodungallur (Cranganore). The object of unigerlll
love and fear, this terrible "MUTHER" is the Goddess of small-pox and
sluilar dreaded diseases. ier temple is a famous pilgria ceutre, perhaps
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second only to Llhe hill-shrine of the SASTA of Saballidaua. Lvery year on
the aoV.isi constellation ifi tne month of Mina (darch-apriljdevotees gaxymxe
converge on this sea-shore temple in their thousands- amen and women from |

villages far and near, carrying their offerings cousisting of black mixs

pepper, Turmeric-powder, small coins of silver and copper aud live cocks.

lakhs., This has now been prohnibited, and pilgrims have te gain what solace

Till recently it was the custom here to offer the sacrifice#® of fowl 1in ‘
they can by leaving their fowls within the teumple prealses. ‘

The pilgriaus to this temple carry Lonshort sticks, and beating them
to keep the rhytlhs they sing all sort of obsceue songs along the‘eutlre
route and even in the sacred preclnect. Th&le poens were our first lessons
in KXMAQISThA, and even though prohibited officlally, these songs could
be heard on the roads ;;;:lziiilxltlltlx!fx:ti‘!tlntlxxl¥§ wouen of decent
faunilles avold thesé<yoads as far as possible these roads dgring the
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season of this festival. Another feature of this pilgrimage tue hosts '
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of KOMARAUS or oracles, €Clad i:;ed, with jingling CILAMPUS aor auklets
of bmnxam heavy bell-studded waist-bands of the s.me wetal, these
oracles carry curved swords in thelr hand. Whenever they are posaauéd
by the Goddess, which-happens guite frequently, they leap and dance,
&R shout in a characteristic way and parting their flowing hair amake
a long M on the cron;. of the head with their swords and offer thid
- Trom i wiwmsel
blood ,to their bloodth;rsty.m The worship at the Kali teaple
in Cranganore is conducted imx#d according to §IETA or KAULA tenets.
The Durga is conceived in her terrible aspect as the killer of the

di@uon ‘abisha and 1s propitiated oy tne olferiange of blood, red

flowers, Naivedya sweetened with black jaggery and Tantric hyuns.

Thus, within fifteen miles of each other, we huvuhthe two Lraditions

of Durga worshlp Mo Eepadd - the SITIIH% teapered witn the

sxkx up er-cl.ss culture of idvalita hnilosophy, Vaishnavik literature

Arfebisty Gl T L SXErWERkakngkyxinfuine
andpartistic achieveaments,and the TM&%W&

al.w\Am.-bA-’r rea?tioh anm
I,\lbuﬂ.ut.a surrender to the dreaded Fower sbon’\fo k' literature and
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lower-caste ¢raditions withxikmirxxmm origin.ting perhaps ian the

dark slises of prehistory.
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